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quite clear. It heartily favoured League of Nations
intervention, and sympathized with Abyssinia.
It resented the futilities of diplomacy and
applauded all the attempts to mobilize the
League. Feeling grew so strong that the opposi-
tion parties soon committed themselves to back-
ing the League a outrance, and lifelong pacifists
grew bellicose in their eagerness to coerce the
Fascist dictator.
When this drift of British sentiment had become
sufficiently plain, it seems to have occurred to the
British Government that here they were presented
with a superb opportunity for escaping from their
domestic difficulties and prolonging their lease
of power. By the summer of 1935 their position
had grown decidedly precarious. They were faced
with the necessity of going to the country for a
fresh mandate in the next twelve months, and on
what issue could they hope to succeed? Certainly
not on the record of their achievements 1931-5.
In spite of the opposition's weakness in personnel
and leadership, the Government was losing seats
at by-elections at a growing rate; and Labour
leaders like Sir Stafford Cnpps were openly dis-
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